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An Bord Pleanála 
64 Marlborough St. 
Dublin 1 
 
13th June 2018 
  
Re: Strategic Infrastructure Application 301458 by Dublin Airport Authority 
Permanent use of 10,880 Long Term Car Parking spaces at Dublin Airport 
  
A chairde, 
  
We would like to make the following observation on the above application. 
 
In case C-461/13, the Weser judgement, the Court of Justice of the European Union ruled 
that a public authority could not grant consent for a development which may cause a 
deterioration of the status of a body of surface water or jeopardise the attainment of good 
surface water status or of good ecological potential and good surface water chemical status 
by the date laid down by the Water Framework Directive. The Board must comply with this 
ruling in evaluating this application. 
 
The Board must arm itself with the necessary technical expertise to address the water 
pollution impacts of the drainage of 36 hectares of car parking into these rivers, 
cumulatively with the rest of the drainage from Dublin Airport and its associated 
developments. 
 
These 36 hectares of surface car parks drain into the Mayne and Santry river catchments. 
Both river systems have a poor water quality status and have been designated as “Areas for 
Action” under the River Basin Management Plan. 
 
The fact that the application is for the continuation of the use should make it easier for the 
Board as the impact of the use on water quality should be evident from existing data and 
analysis (rather than having to be predicted). 
 
Unfortunately, the information supplied by the applicant is profoundly misleading. 
 

mailto:admin@friendsoftheirishenvironment.org
http://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=64+Marlborough+St.+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Dublin+1&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=64+Marlborough+St.+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Dublin+1&entry=gmail&source=g


 

Friends of the Irish Environment is non-profit Company Limited by Guarantee and a Charity registered in Ireland. 
It is a member of the European Environmental Bureau and the Irish Environmental Network. 

Registered Office: Kilcatherine, Eyeries, Co Cork, Ireland. P75 CX53  
Company No. 326985. Charities Registration No. 20154530     Tel & Fax: 353 (0)27 74771      Email: admin@friendsoftheirishenvironment.org 

Trustees and Directors: Dave Johnston, Caroline Lewis, Tony Lowes, Ian Lumley Judy Osborne 

 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report and the Appropriate Assessment Screening 
repeatedly state, in relation to these polluted rivers, which it acknowledges have poor water 
quality, that “no significant water quality issues have been identified.” This is simply untrue 
and is directly contradicted by the sampling results in the same document. 
 
For example, in relation to sampling location S2, the documents seek to minimise repeated 
breaches of statutory limits for  both Dissolved Oxygen and Biological Oxygen Demand.  
(paragraph 11.25 of EIAR and 4.9 of AA Screening). They then go on to discuss the Total 
Petroleum Hydrocarbon concentrations (11.26 of EIAR and 4.11 of AAS): 
 

“Reported TPH concentrations for the 2014-2017 monitoring period ranged from 
<0.1 to 389.5 μg/L. Recent TPH concentrations show a general declining trend from 
the peak concentration of 389.5 μg/L reported during the August 2015 monitoring 
event, albeit with occasional seasonal fluctuations. TPH concentrations during 2017 
have not been detected above the relevant laboratory limit of detection (LoD). This 
general improvement in surface water quality is likely attributed to the completion 
of drainage upgrade works including the installation of 7 no. oil-water interceptors 
(manufactured as per BS EN ISO 90002 Quality Management Systems) recently 
carried out on the Holiday Blue long-term car park.” 

 
This text is then followed by tables (Table 4-1 or Table 11-1) which demonstrates total 
petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations spikes on 25th August 2015, 14th September 2016, 
27th September 2016,  and 22nd November 2016. There is no discussion of or explanation of 
the causes of these pollution episodes. There is no indication of the date of installation of 
the oil-water interceptors, nor whether the maintenance of these interceptors has shown 
that they have intercepted subsequent oil spillages. 
 
Similarly, in relation to sampling location K2 (which reflects the quality of water from both 
some of the car parking area in the application and other parts of the airport), paragraph 
4.29 of the Appropriate Assessment Screening and Paragraph 11.44 of the EIAR both say: 
 

“Between January and April 2017, three of the four monitoring events completed 
showed  no detection of TPH concentrations above the relevant laboratory limit of 
detection. Ammonia (as N) concentrations show a general declining tread since a 
reported peak in September 2014; between January and May 2017, Ammonia (as N) 
concentrations were either below the relevant acceptable generic acceptance 
criteria (GAC) (0.14 mg/L as N), or marginally exceeded this value. 
  
“Based on the evaluated data presented below, no significant surface water quality 
issues have been identified at this monitoring location, downstream of the wider 
catchment of the Dublin Airport Site and long-term car parks. 
  
“While occasional exceedances have been reported for analysed parameters, such 
exceedances are temporary, with no evidence of any sustained upward trends.” 
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This text is then followed by tables (Table 4-3 or Table 11-3) which demonstrates total 
petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations spikes on three separate occasions between 
October 2016 and January 2017. There is no discussion of or explanation of the causes of 
these pollution episodes. 
  
A common sense conclusion is that the drainage from these car parks, is almost certainly 
delivering significant doses of pollutants to these rivers. (It seems likely that the rivers are 
also being polluted by other runoff from the airport complex in addition to these two car 
parks.) These pollution episodes are being detected in the chemical monitoring and are very 
likely to be causes of the poor status assigned through the biological monitoring. 
 
When it comes to assessing future risks, the EIAR has no credibility whatsoever. Despite the 
evidence in their own records of repeated discharges of petroleum hydrocarbons to the 
rivers, the EIAR tells us that spillage/leakage of fuel or oil is an “unlikely event” (paragraphs 
11.56 and 11.57). It goes on to declare that the “potential risk will not result in an adverse 
impact” despite the very strong evidence that it has already done so and continues to do so. 
 
Unless the Board has evidence to the contrary, which would demonstrate that the car parks 
are not contributing to the poor status of the rivers, it cannot allow the continuation of this 
use under the current design and conditions. It must be confident that any continued use 
will facilitate the attainment of good status by these water bodies. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Tony Lowes, Director 
On Behalf of Friends of the Irish Environment 
 
Attached: €50 participation fee 
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