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Geoff Meagher, 
Chairman, 
Bord na Mona 
3 September, 2018 
Re: Promotion of peat for animal bedding 

bernie.smyth@bnm.ie 
 
Dear Sir; 
 
We write in connection with the reports in the media that you are expanding into promoting the use 
of peat for intensive agriculture bedding. [‘BNM to expand into peat bedding market’, Agriland, July 
30, 2018.] 
 
Paul Riordan, Head of Operations, is quoted as saying that “There is a serious shortage of bedding 
and we see now that peat can solve a problem for the farming community. We have whatever 
amount of peat is necessary; there is a ready supply. We’re getting huge, huge interest; the 
challenge is to keep up to the calls.’ 
 
The move into promoting peat for animal bedding is at odds with your statement that your 
organisation has a ‘clear focus on environmentally and economically sustainable approaches.’ Your 
website state that ‘Since 2007, our plans have shown an understanding of the need to reduce the 
use of fossil fuels and restore our peatlands – yet we plan on going further. We want to increase our 
pace in line with the ambitions of both national and international leaders in a way that is sustainable 
for our people, our profits and our planet.’ 
 
Your own statement in the 2018 Annual Report reinforces this message speaking of  your ‘journey of 
transformation as we work towards our goal to become the leading provider of sustainable solutions 
to Irish consumers, preparing to exit from the peat business’ and that ‘we are in a period of 
fundamental transition from a peat based past to a more renewable future’, identifying your key 
objective of ‘reducing our carbon intensity’. 
 
All of these are undermined by your promotion of the use of peat for animal bedding. We would be 
grateful if your re-examined this initiative in view of your stated objectives. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tony Lowes 
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