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Kildare County Council 
Planning Department, 
3 November, 2018 
Objection to planning application 
 
From: Minister for Culture Heritage and the Gaeltecta 
PA No.: 18/1280 
 
Re: turf cutting and peat extraction for domestic peat fuel supply from a raised bog area of 4.6ha. 

The development will consist of turf cutting and peat extraction for domestic peat fuel supply from a raised bog 

area of 4.6ha. The proposed development will include the following enabling and ancillary works: leveling of 

part of raised bog to create 9 no. spread grounds; construction of 5 no. floating road entrances from private 

roadway into spread grounds area including 1 no. turning area; creation of new facebank and facebank drain; 

provision of new drainage channels around spread grounds to connect to existing central drain; backfilling, 

cleaning and deepening of existing drains where necessary; construction of piped culverts at drain crossings; 

provision of a new silt pond of 225m3 with new post and wire fencing and gate, provision of a new outlet pipe to 

discharge from silt pond to boundary drain; and provision of temporary construction compound of approx. 

900m3. The proposed development will also use a machinery access route from L1019 along access track via / 

adjacent to Blackwood Feeder to northwest of site. The proposed development will take place on an overall site 

of 11,.43ha. The planning application includes a Natura Impact Statement Coolree Bog townlands of Coolree & 

Balckwood Robertstown Co. Kildare 

 

 
Dear Sir or Madam; 
 
The relocation of turf cutters to non designated bogs is part of a ‘Government scheme’ to end 
turf cutting on designated raised bogs; this proposal seeks to relocate 9 individual turf cutters 
on an overall site of 11.43 hectares. This scheme is not part of any legal instrument but is 
purely a policy decision to allow 9 turf cutters to extract turf for a 65-year period. 
 
‘In practice’, as the planning application points out, ‘turf cutting on Raised Bog SACs (where 
these 9 individuals were located) would likely lead to permanent removal of Annex 1 habitat, 
or compromise the hydrological integrity of the bog so consent for same under the 1997 
Regulations would not be forthcoming as it would be contrary to the provisions of the 
Habitats Directive.’ 
 
The same may be said of the current application in so far as it will compromise the 
hydrological integrity of the original protected SAC Ballynafagh Bog (with which the  
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proposed development shares an access road), as well as being in part located within the 
boundary of the Ballynafagh SAC. This is evident from the planning application’s admission 
that AA Screening Report states that the potential hydrological impacts are ‘very unlikely to 
extend further than 5 km from the site’ – ie this impact cannot be excluded within 5 
kilometers, let alone to adjoining land. 
 
The AA screening further concludes that the proposed activities ‘may increase water 
drawdown and therefore have adverse hydrological impacts on these sites and consequent 
effects on the qualifying interests of Ballynafagh Bog SAC and Ballynafagh Lake SAC.’ The NIS 
suggestion that due to mitigation there will not be significant impacts is difficult to justify, 
given the hydrological interconnectivity of the area. 
 
While the application argues that ‘raised bog habitat is significantly degraded and cannot be 
restored to ARB’, we do not think this, even if accurate, is a justification for the further 
drainage and subsequent damage to the natural habitats and the animals dependent on it – 
including a breeding pair of merlin, not mentioned in the RPS planning application but noted 
in the SAC Objectives, along with the further unspecified meadow pippet, snipe, and curlew. 
Activity on this adjacent bog is likely to inhibit foraging and so adversely impact on the 
breeding of these protected species. 
 
The extent of works required is ‘typical of small scale domestic turf cutting activities with 
standard environmental protection measures’. In fact, there are no ‘standard environmental 
protection measures’ as the extraction of turf requires drainage of the bog, against which 
protection measures would only defeat the purpose. 
 
The application states that the operators remove the vegetated layer from the top and then 
extracts peat from the facebank which is then spread to dry. This is not accurate as 
subsequently the application points out that only the bottom two metres of peat will be used, 
the top 3 metres being of poorly humidified turf with no value for burning. 
 
Thus, we turn to the issue of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, which are addressed nowhere in the 
RPS planning application. Against the current decision to accelerate the end of turf cutting for 
power generation with the loss of more than 440 jobs, this application for 9 individuals must 
be weighed. 
 
The cubic metres of peat extraction requirement for fuel is 64,350 m3 of peat or 3358 tons of 
carbon. However, calculating in the top 3 metres of ‘waste’ turf, gives 169,875 m3 of turf or 
8866 tons of carbon. 
 
This means each person emits 985 tons of carbon over 65 years which works out at 15.15 tons 
carbon person – which is more than the equivalent of the total annual emission of the average 
Irish person, including heating, driving, flying etc. 
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Ireland’s bogs are our rainforest, capable of absorbing our carbon emissions if left 
undisturbed. The ending of turf cutting has been described as the low hanging fruit of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Ireland. Exploiting the bogs creates emissions. Leaving 
them to regenerate allows them to sequester and with other wetlands could account for 15% 
of our commitments to reduce our emission by 100% - releaving other hard-pressed sectors 
of the economy of that much reductions. 
 
This proposal perpetuates peat cutting for a new generation when all peat cutting should be 
now be phased  out. It is environmentally damaging, costly, unsustainable and a waste of 
resources. The families involved should be supported with energy efficient retrofitting of 
houses and alternative renewable sourced heat. 
 
Yours etc, 
 
Tony Lowes, 
Director 
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